TECH 


What is there in your practical or educational back- 
ground that qualifies you to be a technical writer? If 
this question were put to ten technical writers, in all 
likelihood ten entirely different answers would be given. 
One would have a general engineering background, an- 
other would have some specialized technical training, 

a third would be a radio ham and soon. The technical 
backgrounds of these hypothetical ten would be greatly 
diversified. In some it would be intensive and highly 
theoretical; in others, practical and very sketchy. 
Despite theheterogeneousbackgrounds found in a given 
body of technical writers, one constant would be found - 
the ability to convey information in an accurate, con- 
cise, and informative manner; or, in other words, the 
instinct of the writer-teacher. 

The primary qualification then of the technical writ- 
er is not technical ability. If this were so, research, 
development, or design, not writing, would be the goal 
of his endeavors. The ability to write accurately and 
effectively is then the primary qualification of the tech- 
nical writer. Not that an extensive and informed tech- 
nical background is unimportant. On the contrary, a 
keen interest in all things scientific or technical is a 
very important prerequisite. This is what makes the 
technical writer, rather than the novelist, essayist or 
news feature writer. The technical writer deals with 
material things rather than characterization, emotions, 
or aesthetic values. In order to do this effectively, a 
solid scientific outlook must be maintained. 

Essentially then the technical writer has the desire 
and ability to tell people about things - what they do, 
how they operate, how to take care of them. He must 
be keenly aware of the reader's background and point 
of view. In this sense, the technical writer is a teach- 
er who, above all, has a responsibility to his student - 
the reader. He must write about his subject in a man- 
ner that is accurate, free from superfluous details, 
and, if possible, interesting. He must judge his audi- 
ence - is it composed of experts in the field?-is it a 
general technical group ?-will there be many layman 
readers? He must judge his material - what is im- 
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portant ?— what is trivial and can be ignored? He must 
work out the presentations of his material - should 
there be an extensive write-up with few illustrations? 
should it be highly pictorial with little text? All these 
aspects, and many more, must be considered by the 
technical writer. A knowledge of his subject matter is, 
of course, essential, but he must be the writer first 
and the technical man second. 

What is industry's attitude toward the technical writ- 
er? Look at the want ads. "Engineer-writer wanted; 

3 years experience in intricate circuits essential." 
"M.S. EE. or B.S. EE. wanted to write instruction man- 
ual."' "Technical Writer wanted - engineering degree 
and 5 years experience in electro-mechanical design 
necessary."' Of course, these are not actual ads, but 
they, in fact, typify what industry is asking for - the 
highly specialized engineer rather than the technical 
writer. This is due to the fallacious assumption that if 
a man has sufficient engineering skill, writing ability is 
a secondary asset and can be easily learned. Unfor- 
tunately this theory has not proven true as can be seen 
by some of the stilted compilations of facts and figures 
which are passed off as instruction books or informative 
brochures. Of course, the very rare combination of 
writing ability and advanced engineering knowledge is 
the ideal to be sought for. But, for the most part, 
writing ability should predominate above any technical 
knowledge. Technical data can, in most cases, be as- 
similated; writing ability rarely can be taught. 

The amount of published technical literature has 
grown tremendously in the past ten years. At the pres- 
ent rate of technological development, thousands of 
technical reports, instruction books, catalogues, bro- 
chures, and the like will be published in the next few 
years. Will this technical information be presented in 
a manner that is accurate, concise, and readable, or 
will it be, if the present trend continues, incoherent, 


detail-ridden, and dull? Time, industry's attitude 


toward the technical writer, and the technical writer 
himself will eventually furnish the answer to this im- 
portant question. 
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SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS 


OCTOBER MEETING 


The second meeting of the season was held October 
21 at 28 Newbury Street, Boston 16, Massachusetts. 

President Paul H. Flint announced the formation of 
two new committees - Education and Standards. 

The first speaker was Mr. George D. Max of the 
Cambridge Air Force Research Center, Technical In- 
formation Section. His talk detailed the purpose, func- 


tion, operation, and services of the Information Section. 


The second speaker was Mr. Ronald D. Eames of 
the Raytheon Manufacturing Company. He recounted 
his impressions of the curriculum and described the 
seminar of the second annual Technical Writers' Insti- 
tute which he attended last summer at Rensselaer Poly- 
technic Institute. 


NOVEMBER MEETING 


The third meeting was held during the evening of 
November 16 at 28 Newbury Street in Boston. 

Doctor Flint reported that the Society's Executive 
Committee is making rapid progress in the formation 
of a national constitution. It was anticipated that a 
national convention could be held by March to ratify 
the constitution. 

It was announced that Mr. Kenneth A. Young had 
accepted the chairmanship of the Standards Committee. 
Program Committee chairman Mr. Tanner intro- 

duced the first speaker of the evening, Mr. Alfred D. 
Ehrenfried, who is the director of Technical Marketing 
Associates, Inc. His talk, entitled "The Airing of Ed- 
itorial Unmentionables", concerned the many varied 
problems encountered in the technical publications pro- 
fession. Mr. Ehrenfried highlighted these points to 
stress theneed foran organization such as our Society 
to aid in clarifying and alleviating such problems. 

Mr. Lee Ellis, Section Manager of Publications and 
Photographic Department, Raytheon Manufacturing 
Company, presented the film, "Ready for Sea". Fol- 
lowing the film, Mr. Ellis lectured on the topic 'Mak- 
ing Industrial Films and Why Not?" This subject 
touched upon the techniques, equipment, and person- 
nel employed in the planning, preparation, and dis- 
tribution of a typical industrial film such as "Ready 
for Sea." 


JANUARY MEETING 


The fourth meeting of the 1954-1955 year was held 
at 28 Newbury Street in Boston on January 20. 

The first order of business was the voting for mem- 
bership enrollment and changes in membership clas- 
sification. 

The first speaker of the evening was Mr. Donald 
Bingham, Sales Manager, Recording and Statistical 
Corporation, Boston Branch. His talk was delivered 
on the subject of good practices in the preparation and 
production of copy. : 

The second speaker was Mr. Hector French, Sec- 
tion Head of Technical Writing, Sanborn Company. 
His lecture was delivered on the subject of prepara- 
tion and marketing of technical articles. Exhibits 
were used to illustrate his talk. 


FEBRUARY MEETING 


The February meeting of the Society was held on 
February 23 at the Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

28 Newbury Street, Boston. 

Mr. Frank Lightbouwn, President, Cecil Wright- 
son Incorporated, presented a film and a talk on 
"Typesetting in Your Business". 

At the conclusion of Mr. Lightbouwn's presentation, 
President Paul H. Flint spoke about the latest devel- 
opments of the Society, the proposed convention in 
Hartford, Connecticut, and the progress in the forma- 
tion of a national constitution. 

Following the presentation of the above mentioned 
speakers, voting was conducted for membership en- 
rollment and changes in membership classification. 

The last order of business was the election of dele- 
gates to the Hartford Convention. Mr. S. F. Shapiro 
and Mr. R. S. Beal were chosen as Delegates; Mr. 
E. E. Verge and Mr. L. E. MacDonald, Jr. were 
elected Alternate Delegates. 
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ditional new members will be published in subsequent issues of the REVIEW. 


Mr. Edward C. Anders 
American Machine 
and Foundry Co. 


Mr. Robert S. Babin 
General Communi- 
cations Co. 


Mr. George G. Barker 
Raytheon Mfg. Co. 


Mr. Gerald A. Callahan 
The Gabriel Labs. 


Miss Janet M. Campbell 
Lincoln Lab. , M.I. T. 


Mr. Israel Chanock 
Jackson and Moreland 


Miss Gladys Cohen 
Raytheon Mfg. Co. 


Mr. Alexander G. Craig, Jr. 
Ultrasonic Corp. 


Mr. J. Thomas Curran 
Ultrasonic Corp. 


Mr. F. Rene Alvarez 
Buffalo, New York 
Buffalo Forge Co. 


Mr. Richard C. Angell 
Buffalo, New York 


Mr. Leroy Antetomaso 
Edgewood, Maryland 


Dr. Frederick F. Ashenhurst 
Clifton, Virginia 


Mr. W. Wesley Ballard 
Chicago, Illinois 
Motorola, Inc. 


Mr. Harry Baum 
New York, New York 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Mr. Sheldon I. Bernstein 
Brooklyn, New York 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


MEMBERSHIP NEWS 


Membership in the Society has increased steadily on both the local and national scene 
Inquiries about membership requirements have been received, to mention a few countries, 
from Canada, England, India, and France. The last two issues of the REVIEW presented 
the names of members admitted to the Society up to September, 1954. The names of ad- 


MEMBERS 


Mr. Conrad DiGregorio 
American Machine 
and Foundry Co. 


Mr. Joseph D. Elder 
Harvard University 
Press 


Mr. Hector E. French 
Sanborn Co. 


Mr. Alvan Tufts Fuller 
Buck Printing Co. 


Mr. Frank Glennon 
American Machine 
and Foundry Co. 


Mr. Lloyd C. Greene 
Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 


Miss R. Joyce Harmon 
Lincoln Lab., M.I. T. 


Mr. Harold A. Holbroo 
Electronics Corp. of 
America 


Mr. Robert M. Jolkovski 


Kenneth A. Young Assoc. 


Miss Phyllis M. Kelly 
American Meteoro- 
logical Society 


Mr. Donald W. Kerr 
Myrbeck and Jacobs 


Mr. George Kershaw 
Kenneth A. Young Assoc. 


Mr. Robert A. Levey 
Swampscott, Mass. 


Mr. Laurence F. Mayall 
Ultrasonic Corp. 


Mr. John C. McGill 
Anderson-Nichols 
and Co. 


Mr. Stephen L. Miles 
Ultrasonic Corp. 


Miss Elsie M. Miller 


Technical Marketing Assoc. 


SPECIAL MEMBERS 


Mr. Rudolph Bisci 


Massapequa Park,N.Y. 


Renner 


Mr. Carl Bloom 
Springfield, Mass. 
Associated Engi- 
neers, Inc. 


Mr. D. M. Bole 
Erie, Pennsylvania 


General Electric Co. 


Mr. Vincent D. Bonfilid 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. lL. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Philmore Breakstone 
Kew Gardens, N.Y. 


Hazeltine Electronics 


Corp. 


Cpl. William H. Brinckerhoff 


Army Chemical Center 
Maryland 
U. S. Army 


Mr. Thomas G. Campanella 
Palisades Park, N.J. 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Mr. Culley Carson 
Windsor Locks, Conn. 
Hamilton Standard 
Corp. 


Mr. Dominic Castore 
Bronx, New York 
Renner 


Mr. Peter J. Chanas 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Smith, Kline and 
French Labs. 


Mr. Robert F. Clement 
Batavia, Illinois 
Nelson Technical 
'Enterprises 


Mr. Dennis Collins 
Hasbrouck Heights, N. J. 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Miss Suzanne K. Moon 
Laboratory for 
Electronics, Inc. 


Mr. Robert R. Rathbone 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology 


Miss Virginia A. Reeves 
Edgerton, Germes- 
hausen, and Grier, Inc. 


Mr. Charles M. Richardson 
Jackson and Moreland 


Mr. Leslie H. Tye 
Jackson and Moreland 


Mr. Frederick T. Van Veen 
Jackson and Moreland 


Dr. Nellie Perry Watts 
Boston, Mass. 


Mr. Milton L. Weiss 
Raytheon Mfg. Co. 


Mr. George B. Young 
Control Engineering Corp. 


Mrs. Nan L. Cook 
Kensington, Maryland 

David Taylor 

Model Basin 


Miss Helen R. Cornell 
Kenmore, New York 
Erie County 
Technical Institute 


Mr. John F. Cortese 
Riverdale, New York 
Renner 


Mr. John B. Costa 
Lodi, New Jersey 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Mr. John Costello 
Stratford, Connecticut 
AVCO Mfg. Corp. 


Mr. Lawrence Crowley 
New London, Conn. 
General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Continued on Page 4 
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Continued from Page 4 


Mr. Donald E. Davis 
Hamden, Connecticut 
MB Mfg. Co., Inc. 


Miss Patricia A. Decker 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co., Inc- 


Mr. Earle K. Eby 
Havertown, Pa. 
H. L.. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Russell J. Ehle 
Rochester, N.Y. 
Consolidated Vacuum . 
Corp. 


Miss Regina Enderlin 
Hulmeville, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co.:, Inc. 


Mr. Donald R. Feller 

Grand Island, N.Y. 
Olin Mathieson 
Chemical Corp. 


Mr. Richard Fennelly 
Hamden, Connecticut 


Mr. Mario Fernandez 
New York, New York 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Mr. Richard W. Forbes 

Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
Olin Mathieson 
Chemical Corp. 


Mr. I. Russell Foreman 
Sharon Hill, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Ed Flum 
New York, New York 
Warner, Inc. 


Mr. Richard Galanis 
Buffalo, New York 
R. B. Warman, Inc. 


Mr. Patrick M. Giampiccolo 
Brooklyn, New York 
Renner 


Mr. John Gillespie 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Renner 


Mrs. Sarah L. Goldstein 
Palisades Park, N. J. 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


MEMBERSHIP NEWS.... 


SPECIAL MEMBERS 


Mr. George J. Goodstadt 
New York, New York 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Dr. Samuel Gottfried 
Sacramento, Cal. 
Southern Pacific Co. 


Miss Elta F. Grabill 
Washington, D.C. 
Naval Photographic 
Center 


Mr. Burt K. Graham 
New York, New York 
Renner 


Mr. David C. Grant, Jr. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Associated Engi- 
neers, Inc. 


Mr. William B. Guth 
Cambria Heights, N.Y. 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Mr. Henry C. Haig 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 
I.B.M. Corp. 


Mr. Fred A. Hamm 
River Forest, Illinois 
Motorola, Inc. 


Mr. James W. Hargis 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Howard P. Hayden 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 
I.B.M. Corp. 


Mr. Gregor Hileman 
Old Saybrook, Conn. 
General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Mr. Donald P. Humphreys 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Ralph Huntington 
Groveland, Mass. 
Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 


Mrs. Phyllis R. Jones 
Hatboro, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Alvin M. Jupiter 
Edgewood, Maryland 
Chemical Corps 
U.S. Army 


Mr. Nicholas A. Kerzner 
Huntington Station, N.Y. 
Hazeltine Electronics 
Corp. 


Mr. John J. Krempa 
Jersey City, N.J. 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Mr. Henry Levine 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 
Renner 


Mr. Dan E. Lindsay 
New York, New York 
McGraw-Hill Book 
Co:., Inc. 


Mr. Robert E. Lord 
Arlington, Virginia 
David Taylor 
Model Basin 


Mr. C. E. Lowers 
Carlstadt, N. J. 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Mr. Andre Lion 
Branford, Conn. 
Olin Mathieson 
Chemical Corp. 


Mr. John M. Mahoney 
Groton, Conn. 
General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Mr. John D. Mainwaring 
Glen Cove, N. Y. 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Mr. Walter B. Mansfield 
Bondsville, Mass. 
Associated Engi- 
neers, Inc. 


Mr. Hugolino Q. Marcos 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Benjamin Marion 
Groton, Conn. 
General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Mr. Sherwood V. Martin 

Windsor Locks, Conn. 

Hamilton Standard 
Corp. 


Mr. Salvatore Mattina 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
R. B. Warman, Inc. 


Mr. Galen H. Maxfield 
Seattle, Washington 
U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 


Mr. John F. McGrane 
New London, Conn. 


General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Mr. Martin Meisner 
Newark, N. J. 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Mr. John F. Milburn 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
General Design, Inc. 


Mr. Harry Mileaf 
East Northport, N.Y. 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Mr. George T. Motock 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
Metals Research Lab. 


Mr. Burton K. Murdock, Jr. 
Kennebunk, Maine 
Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 


Mr. Robert V. Murphy 
Fall River, Mass. 
Fall River School 
Dept. 


Mr. Jerome Nadel 
New London, Conn. 
General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Mr. John Nahomenuk 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Howard Ness 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Malt and Ness, 
Incorporated 


Continued on Page 5 
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Mr. William A. O'Connor, Jr. 
Hicksville, N.Y. 
Hazeltine: Electronics 
Corp. 


Mr. Wilber F. Parsons 
Kenmore, N.Y. 
Carborundum Co. 


Mr. Theodore Parlonis 
Cliffside Park, N.J. 
Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Mr. Victor H. Peretti 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
AVCO Mfg.Co. 


Mr. Francis S. Peters 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Robert B. Warman,inc. 


Miss Margaret M. Pfleger 
Schenectady, N.Y. 
General Electric Co. 


Lt. Walter W. Pflueger 
Rockville, Maryland 
U.S. Air Force 


Mr. Stanley L. Plaice, Jr. 
Westfield, Mass. 
Associated Engi- 
neers, Inc. 


Mr. John B. Pollard 
Clintonville, Conn. 
MB Mfg. Co., Inc. 


Mr. Leighton Price 
Groton, Conn. 
General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Mr. George Quarrell 
Springfield, Mass. 
Associated Engi- 
neers, Inc. 


Mr. Edward E. Rabin 
Evanston, Illinois 
Motorola, Inc. 


Mr. Paul R. Reed 
. Wallingford, Pa. 
H. Yon'Co., Inc. 


Mr. Alfred J. Rettie 
Holyoke, Mass. 
Associated Engi- 
neers, Inc. 


MEMBERSHIP NEWS.... 


SPECIAL MEMBERS 


Mrs. Elsie B. Roemer 
Alameda, Cal. 
University of 
California 


Mr. Paul V. Rooney 
Bellerose, N.Y. 
Hazeltine Electronics 
Corp. 


Mr. Leonard Rostov 
Richmond Hill, N.Y. 
Renner 


Mr. Robert K. Rott 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Bell Aircraft Corp. 


Mr. Tracy M. Rozelle 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Bell Aircraft Corp. 


Mr. Harry W. Rude 
North Tonawanda, N.Y. 
Sylvania Electric 
Products, Inc. 


Mr. James M. Ruhf 
Little Neck, N.Y. 
Hazeltine Electronics 
Corp. 


Mr. Anthony M. Russo 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Bell Aircraft Corp. 


Mr. F. Bruce Stanford 
Seattle, Washington 
U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 


Mr. Charles J. Sargent 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Robert B. Warman, Inc. 


Dr. Benjamin B. Schaeffer 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
Olin Mathieson 
Chemical Corp. 


Mr. John A. Schanz 
New York, New York 
Renner 


Mr. Frederic R. Scott 
Richmond, Virginia 
Experiment Inc. 


Mr. Fred W. Schwartz 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Bell Aircraft Corp. 


Mr. Andrew A. Senese 
Massapequa N. V 
Renner 


Miss Anna M. Sexton 
Albany, N.Y. 

New York State 

Dept. of Health 


Mr. Edward Shainer 
Chicago, Illinois 
Motorola, Inc. 


Mr. Elmer W. Shaw 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
Forest and Range 
Experimental Station 


Miss Anne Shipway 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Dr. Herman Skolnik 
Wilmington, Del. 


Hercules Powder Co. 


Mr. Gerould R. Stange 
Kenmore, N.Y. 
Malt and Ness, Inc. 


Mr. Richard Stettiner 
New York, New York 
Curtis-Wright Corp. 


Mr. John P. Stowe 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. L. Yoh Co. , Inc. 


Mr. Alden Stubbs 
Abingdon, Maryland 
Chemical :Corps 
U.S. Army 


Mr. Richard Theyken 
Staten Island, N.Y. 
Dept. of the 
Air Force 


Mr. Louis L. Valone 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Bell Aircraft Corp. 


Miss Agnes C. Vanalstyne 
Schenectady, N.Y. 
General Electric Co. 


Mr. Boyd R. Vrooman 
Schenectady, N.Y. 
General Electric Co. 


Mr. Willis H. Waldo 
Kirkwood, Missouri 
Monsanto Chemical 
Co. 


Mr. Walter C. Wantschek 
Wantagh, N.Y. 
Renner 


Mr. Lewis Ward, Jr. 
Old Lyme, Conn. 
General Dynamics 
Corp. 


Mr. John W. Weaver 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
H.L. Yoh Co., Inc. 


Mr. Joseph L. White 
Chicago, Illinois 
Putman Publishing 


Mr. Harold M. Wiener 
Bayside, N.Y. 
Warner, Inc. 


Mrs. Marian P. Winston 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
University of 

California 


Mr. John R. Wolk 
Woodside, N. Y. 
Renner 


Mr. Fred W. Wolock 
Eastchester, N. Y. 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Mr. R. D. Wood 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Carrier Corp. 


Mr. E. H. Wyche 
Lewiston, N. Y. 
Metals Research Lab. 


Mr. Charles Young 
Springfield, Mass. 
Springfield Offset 
and Printing Co., Inc. 


Mr. Elmer T. Zimmer 
Elmhurst, N.Y. 
McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., Inc. 


Continued on Pages 6 and 8 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS.... 


CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION 


At the January and February meetings of the Society, the following applicants were 


unanimously approved for the grade of either Associate Member, Member, or Senior Member: 


ASSOCIATE MEMBER 


Mr. Robert S. Babin 
Miss Gladys B. Cohen 
Mr. Joseph D. Elder 
Mr. Hector E. French 
Mr. Lloyd C. Greene 
Mr. Harold A. Holbrook 
Mr. Robert M. Jolkovski 
Miss Phyllis M. Kelly 
Mr. Donald W. Kerr 
Mr. George Kershaw 
Mr. Robert A. Levey 
Mr. Laurence F. Mayall 
Mr. Stephen L. Miles 
te Miss Elsie M. Miller 

} Mr. Frank Radin 

Miss Virginia A. Reeves 
“fe Mr. Leslie H. Tye 

Dr. Nellie P. Watts 

Mr. Milton L. Weiss 
Mr. George B. Young 


MEMBER 


. Edward C. Anders 
. George G. Barker 
. Richard S. Beal 
Jean F. Caui 

. David J. Chesnut 
Lindsay Cleveland 
. Walter M. Cook 


. J. Thomas Curran 

. Conrad DiGregorio 

. Edward J. Dowe 

s. Marilyn Ferster 

. Henry Frotten 

Frank Glennon 

. William Haigh 

. John V. E. Hansen 

. Victor G. Jarvis 

. William Hurd 

. Kaspar D. Kasparian 
. George F. MacKenzie 
. John C. McGill 

. Daniel A. McLaughlin 
. Vincent Pelrine 

. Charles M. Richardson 
. James Rourk, Jr. 

. Sydney F. Shapiro 

. Don Stearns 

. James B. Stone 

. George Vazakas 

. Vernon A. Weeden 


. Alexander G. Craig, Jr. 


SENIOR MEMBER 


Mr. Frederick A. Archibald, Jr. 
Miss Constance Boyd 

Mr. Gerald A. Callahan 
Mrs. Margarethe L. Callahan 
Mr. Michael DiBartolomeis 
Dr. Paul H. Flint 

Mr. Floyd A. Hickok 

Mr. Hyman Kana 

Mr. Wentworth Kenard 

Mr. Harry Miller 

Mr. Gardner W. Pope 

Mr. Robert K. Shnitzler 

Mr. Kenneth A. Young 


NATIONAL CHAPTERS 


The following is a complete list of chapters organized since the founding of the Society: 


Boston, Massachusetts 
Chicago, Illinois 
Edgewood, Maryland 
Groton, Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut 
New York, New York 
Niagara, New York 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Schenectady, New York 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
Woodridge, New Jersey 
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THE INFORMAL TECHNICAL WRITING CURRICULUM 


by Floyd Hickok 


Mr. Hickok is Chief of the Technical Publications 
Section, the Laboratory for Electronics, Incorporated, 


Boston, Massachusetts. 


Members of the Society of Technical Writers may 
look forward to a day when a curriculum and a degree 
will be offered them by institutions of higher learning. 
Since this is not now a common situation, recruit- 
ment of new technical writers comes from haphazard 
sources. 

It is possible, however, to encourage under- 
graduates to build their own technical writing curric- 
ulum. Valuable recruits could come in this way until 
more schools present formal programs. The prob- 
lem is to get adequate advice on the choice of courses 
to interested undergraduates. With such a thought in 
mind, the following suggestions are made relative to 
curriculum guidance. 

Those who are at present in the profession of tech- 
nical writing find need to be proficient in three ways: 

1. They need to be able to write. 

2. They need to be able to do publishing. 

3. They need to know a technology (or science). 

Regarding the first proficiency, how does one learn 
to write while at college? The answer, of course, is 
the usual one that one learns to do by doing. One 
learns to write by writing. While at college, there- 
fore, the neophyte technical writer will make sure 
that he has some of those courses that give him an 
opportunity to write. These will include courses in 
journalism and literature. If journalism is not offered 
at his school, there is probably another closely related 
department where the student may exercise in the prac- 
tical art of writing. The practical side of writing 
should be emphasized. It is rather desirable that the 
young writer get used to writing for an impersonal 
and critical public, rather than for a somewhat sym- 
pathetic teacher. 

Next, how doés one learn the publisher's trade 
while at college? In the larger schools there frequently 
are courses dealing directly with many facets of the 
graphic arts. In other schools there may be printing 
trades courses offered as part of the Industrial Arts 
Department. Lacking the opportunity to obtain formal 
training the student may find many avenues of prac- 
tical experience. He may help on the school paper. 
He may get a part time job ina print shop. Only his 
ingenuity will limit him in his efforts to learn by doing 
in the publishing world. 

The publishing facilities that the technical writer 


will probably have available in his future work will 
probably be limited to small photo-offset or direct im- 
age office type printing machines. The composing ma- 
chine will probably be a specialized typewriter. He 
will need to know how to make the most out of these de- 
vices. He will in addition need to know how to work 
with illustrators in the preparation of art for publica- 
tion. In larger organizations the writer may find that 
the "production" facilities are not under his control, 
but he will still find it necessary to work closely with 
that group. 

The matter of acquiring a technology is important. 
The technical writer needs to have the kind of mind 
which only the humanities of a true liberal arts course 
will give him. At the same time, he is acting as the 
communication medium for conveying technical infor- 
mation among scientists and technologists. Without 
knowing a technology almost as well as the scientist 
himself he is hampered in fulfilling his best service to 
his profession. It behooves the student technical writer 
to get at least a strong minor in some science of his 
choice. It is desirable that he be strong enough in this 
field so that he could step into a junior position as a 
scientist or engineer. 

In summary, an informal curriculum for the tech- 
nical writer would be one leading to a major or a 
minor in writing and a minor or a major in a science 
with as much training or experience in the graphic 
arts trades as he could pick up. 

There are other qualities or experiences that would 
be very helpful. For example, the student ought to 
have found time for some engineering drawing or a 
course of similar nature, for he will find it necessary 
to be working constantly with drawings of that type. 

Or, some experience as a newspaper man will be help- 
ful, for there he will learn to turn out copy of a spe- 
cialized type to meet deadlines. Or, teaching experi- 
ence will help him to form those qualities of mind that 
enable him to explain things so that other minds will 
readily grasp the idea. Ability to do one's writing with 
a typewriter is an invaluable asset. But it is not pos- 
sible to pour everything into a limited span of experi- 
ence. Let the student learn to write and learn a science 
and pick up some publishing information, and he need 
not hesitate to approach any employer and say, "I want 
a job as a technical writer." 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


>» The subject matter of Mr. Stone's article covers 
an area of opinion in which there is considerable de- 
bate within the technical writing profession. Opinions, 
both pro and con, are solicited from readers of the 
REVIEW. 


>» The third Conference on Scientific Editorial Prob- 
lems was held last December on the campus of the 
University of California at Berkeley. Many persons 
interested in scientific writing, editing, and publish- 
ing attended the conference to hear several speakers 
discuss their viewpoints in four sessions - ''Prepara- 
tion of Technical Manuals for Complex Instruments", 
"Effective Technical Writing", "Scientific Journals", 
and ''Military and Industrial Technical Reports". 

The chairman of the conference was Mrs. Marian 
Fineman who is Chief of the Editorial Branch at the 
Dugway Proving Ground, Dugway, Utah. 


» The first four-year program in medical journalism 
and writing, leading to a Bachelor's degree, has been 
announced by the American Medical Writers Associa- 
tion. It began last September at the University of Il- 
linois and the University of Missouri. Several partial 
scholarships, sponsored by the AMWA, will be avail- 
able. Descriptive literature may be obtained from 
Earl F. English, Dean, School of Journalism, Univer - 
sity of Missouri at Columbia, or from I. W. Cole, 
School of Journalism and Communications, University 
of Illinois at Urbana. 


id 


The Society will hold a convention on Saturday, 
March 19, at the Statler Hotel in Hartford, Connec- 


ticut. Each chapter has been invited to send two del- 
egates. The Executive Committee of our Society, 
which has ;served as the Constitution Committee, 
will attend in the capacity of the Constitution Commit- 
tee. The committee will explain and discuss the pro- 
posed national constitution with the delegates. 


OBITUARY 


Douglas H. Ewen (Special Member), associated 
with the Oak Ridge National Laboratory as a Technical 
Editor in the Information and Reports Division was 
fatally injured with his wife in an automobile accident 
January 2, 1955, while returning from a Christmas 


vacation in Detroit. 


Mr. Ewen served three years 


with the Air Force during World War II as a meteor- 


ologist. 


He received his bachelor of science degree 


in chemistry from Oberlin College in Ohio. He was 
a technical writer for the Ethyl Corporation, Detroit, 


from 1948 to 1952, when he came to Oak Ridge. 


He 


was a member of the American Chemical Society. 
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